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1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 , 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Wisebaker et al (US 4382000). 

Wisebaker teaches a sorption vial 1 with base 20 and opening 16 or 60. A 
surface of sample vessel 30 in the interior of the sorption vial has an adsorptive coating. 
A cap 58 closes the sample vessel 30. The cap 58 is selectively connectable to the 
base 20 by sliding (See, e.g., Figs. 1 and 5). The vial interior (vessel exterior) is coated, 
the device assembled, the sample is applied to (collected in) the sample vessel 30 while 
the top of the sample vessel is closed with the cap and the bottom is open, the sample 
vessel 30 is pushed down, moving the cap relative to the base, allowing solvent to enter 
while the vial 1 is sealed with the base 20 (instant vial cap). It is the examiner's position 
that movement of the tube 30 inherently causes agitation and the headspace is 
inherently exposed to the sorbent. Note that the claims do not require the sorption vial 
to be inside the sample vessel. 

3. Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Quay (US 
6287521). 

Quay teaches sample vessel 30 with cap 76 connected to the base of open vial 
43 having sorbent coating 100 in the interior (Fig. 10). 
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4. Claims 2-18, 22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art fails to teach or suggest the claimed structure. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. Taskis teaches a sorbent layer 1 1 , 12, 15, but no vial attached to a cap on a 
sample vessel. 

8. Wong teaches a sorbent coating 34, but no vial attached to a cap on a sample 
vessel. 

9. Flynn teaches vial 16 with opening 22 attached to cap 1 1 of vessel 10, but fails to 
teach or suggest a sorptive coating in the vial. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan M. Ludlow whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1260. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 1 1 :30 am - 8:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill A. Warden can be reached on (571) 272-1267. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). ^ 
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